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  Julia and Larry were newly weds when Julia was admitted into the hospital.  She had 
suffered a terrible car accident and experienced head, face, and neck injuries. The 
doctor told Larry that Julia would have to under go several surgeries to rebuild her 
face. Do to the nature of Juliaôs injuries her mouth would be permanently twisted in a 
grotesque manner. As time passed and Julia healed in the hospital, she was plagued by 
the thought that her husband would not love her because of her disfigurement. The 
doctor had seen many marriages broken up because of serious illnesses and similar 
facial injuries do to the stress of the dramatic change. One night the doctor entered 
Juliaôs room while she was expressing to Larry her fears. Once Julia had finished, 
Larry said nothing. He didnôt try to comfort her, or reassure her of his love. He just 
looked at Julia in the most loving way, and as if he had been practicing, twisted his 
mouth to the shape of Juliaôs and tenderly kissed her. The doctor was moved to tears, 
for he had never seen such commitment in his entire practice. 

ñéWhy do you reason because you have no bread? Do you not yet perceive nor 
understand? Is your heart still hardened? Having eyes, do you not see? And having 
ears, do you not hear?ò Mark 8:17-18. Jesus was exasperated with His disciples because 
they just were not getting it.  They could not understand who and what Jesus was. The 
disciples were so concerned with material things, so wrapped up in that loaf of bread. 
They could not grasp the power and the authority Jesus possessed because at this point
in their lives they were still uncommitted to Jesus. You might say, ñThe disciples left
their homes, jobs, and families for Jesusò. Yes itôs true! But Jesusô disciples continued
to struggle with their hardened hearts and they could not fully comprehend what they 
saw in Jesus. The natural hardness of a sin-infected heart makes faiths full commitment 
difficult even for those who love and follow Jesus. 

    There are some of us today who are afraid to commit to God. Weôre baptized and filled 
with the Holy Spirit but we have not fully surrendered. We come to church and enjoy the 
blessings but the anointing of God is like candy to us. We like to eat it but itôs not part of 
our regular diet. 
   Jesus is fully committed to us. He proved it by going to the cross. Letôs finally find the 
place in our heads and hearts to be fully committed to our Lord and Savior.  

 
 
 

 
 


