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AiePaul advised them, saying, 6Men, | perceive that this voyage will end with
disaster and much loss, not only of the cargo and ship, but also our lives6.
Nevertheless the centurion was more persuaded by the helmsman and the owner of
the ship than by the things spoken by Paulo Acts 27:9-11. God was speaking through
The Apostle Paul to the sailors but in reality why would the sailors listen to him?
Paul was a prisoner and they were experienced sailors. They discounted the
information because of the source. Many times we think God only speaks through
certain people but thatds just not true. When God wants to speak to us, He can and
will use whomever He chooses. If we want to hear from God we have to be sensitive
to His voice. These days it is hard! We have so much going on and we are constantly
bombarded by other voices (stereo, phone, TV, computer&). When we hear from
God will we listen? The sailors didnét listen and trouble came their way.

The Christian life can be boiled down to one word obedience. God will show us
and direct us. It is our choice if we will listen to God or do it our own way. | know
that many times what God tells us makes no sense. It goes beyond our reason and
logic. To respond to God, we must have enough trust to be obedient. The sailors
didnt listen and the storm came. It is inevitable that the storms will come in our
lives. The sailors storm (Acts 27:14-18) was so fierce that they past rope around the
ship to hold it together. They also threw the cargo over board to lighten the load. The
priorities of the sailors changed. All of a sudden the cargo, destination, their agenda
didn6t matter. In our human nature we think we know best and no one can tell us
different. How many times have | as a Pastor given advice to someone only for them
to do the opposite. A few months later the individual is desperately trying to hold
their ship together. Throwing dignity, reputation, moral off the ship just to keep it
afloat. Just because they wanted it their way.

We need to be brave and learn to turn things off in life. We need to learn to be still!
Psalms 46:10 says, fiBe still, and know that | am God€&o This is the voice of a
triumphant God breaking into the scene. God is challenging the human race to be
still, to stop, and cease what we are doing and pay attention to Him.



